What Makes a Prosecutable Case?
Survey of Florida Sex Crimes Prosecutors

Topic 1: What evidence is required to prosecute a non-stranger rape?  

A
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evidence proving a lack of consent is the key on this type of case.  Generally, the nature of the disclosure is essential.  If there is a delay, then an explanation for this delay is important. Also, a good interview with the defendant to lock him in to either nothing happening, or whatever happened was consensual. This can then be juxtaposed with the independent evidence such as physical findings refuting their claim, other witnesses seeing the victim acting inconsistent with consent (too drunk to consent, upset as if victimized, etc.)

B
Much the same as what is required in any case.  Evidence to prove an allegation beyond and to the exclusion of a reasonable doubt.  First and foremost, a cooperative and honest victim (honest as to all surrounding circumstances and history). Second: corroborative evidence in the form of physical findings of sexual abuse, witnesses (which of course rarely exist), biological samples, etc.  Something to establish it took place, something to implicate the defendant, and something to negate consent.

C
In all three circumstances, we look to the timing of the initial disclosure, any scientific evidence such as toxicology screen results or any medical/forensic/DNA evidence of an actual sexual encounter, and criminal sexual prior arrests or convictions of the suspect. Obviously, a more immediate disclosure tends to yield additional witnesses for excited utterances that can be utilized at trial. The medical/forensic/DNA evidence is critical as a date rape or drug facilitated rape victim is often unable to even recall the specifics of the assault. A formal post-Miranda statement is also key particularly if the suspect denies that a sexual encounter even occurred and we have DNA.

D
There isn't really a separate standard for these cases.   Is there physical evidence, independent witnesses, prompt report, defendant statements are typically what we'd look for.  Like any case, the victim's cooperation also factors in.  

E
Although no particular piece of evidence is “necessary” to any given case the following are ideal: timely disclosure, DFSA Kit (Drug Facilitated Sexual Assault Kit), START Kit, clothing victim was wearing, pictures of defendant, statement from all potential witnesses and contact information, statement from defendant (although confession is preferable, locking defendant in to some story is very important because the story he comes up with for the jury with the help of his attorney is always better than what he gives law enforcement on the night of the incident), and written statement from all law enforcement officers involved regardless of how minor they think their involvement was.

F
Generally, but not exclusively, some independent evidence.  For example: testimony from the victim, testimony from witnesses to the rape or witnesses that can at least place the victim and the defendant at the scene of the incident, photos of any injuries; physical evidence – such as clothes; DNA evidence; testimony from doctors or nurses who can testify as to the victim’s injuries or who can testify as to why a rape victim may not have any visible injuries; any statements or admissions from the defendant; any video statements from witnesses or the defendant; 911 calls that victim may have made to report rape, or evidence of incapacitation on the part of the victim and DNA (or admission to sex). 

G
We will prosecute cases based on the victim’s testimony alone, evaluating each case on a case-by-case basis. Evidence of injury or DNA to prove sex occurred is extremely helpful but not required. 

H
Generally we require some corroboration of the victim’s statement that she was sexually battered	
by a person he/she knows.   Some examples might be:  toxicology results or witnesses who can	
confirm that the victim was heavily intoxicated at the time of the drug/alcohol-facilitated rape;	
a documented history of domestic violence, a victim who had sought an injunction against 	
domestic violence, and/or injuries and immediate report for a DV rape; untruthful statements by	
a suspect (i.e., denial of having had sex with a victim) in cases of a date rape when DNA evidence or subsequent admissions by suspect indicate that he did in fact have sex with the victim.

I
Credible victim testimony and some other corroborating evidence.  We don’t prosecute on “he said/she said” cases (generally).

J
We need corroboration to get us past the “he said, she said” aspect of these cases. While the statute does not require corroboration, we know that juries want to see “plus one” evidence. That may come in the form of a confession, an eye witness, one-party consent call, ripped clothing, physical injury, DNA, etc. 

K
It is quite difficult to answer this question in a general way because such decisions are case-specific, i.e., analyzing the evidence that has been gathered in the specific case.  Generally, we look for a consistent and credible account by the victim, corroborating testimony of a witness or witnesses, medical evidence, DNA evidence, an admission or confession by the defendant to the police or to another individual, or an admission or confession during a controlled call.  We also assess whether the victim has a motive to fabricate the allegation.  If the allegation involves a drug-facilitated rape, we look for toxicological evidence of the ingestion of such a drug, or testimony by other witnesses that the victim was acting as if she was under the influence of such a drug at the time of the sexual assault.  Another form of evidence that we strongly consider is whether there is evidence that the defendant committed a similar offense against another victim, and the likely admissibility of such evidence.  We are very loathe to prosecute a case based solely on the uncorroborated account of the victim.

L
1. DNA of defendant from sexual assault exam;
1. Photos of victim’s injury and/or photos of crime scene;
1. Drug/alcohol in victim;
1. Credibility of victim/witness statement and/or
1. Statements of defendant (through controlled phone or statement to law enforcement)
1. It depends – we have to review what we have (or don’t have), and look at the totality of the circumstances. 

M
Credible Evidence.  There is no set standard.  It could be as “little” as the victim’s word or as much as the scientific evidence and law enforcement investigation can obtain.	

N
Physical evidence of sexual activity; credibility of the victim; corroborating evidence; if victim
believes she has been drugged then either a drug test or independent proof impairment; if rape is 	
regarding a person she has previously been intimate with or is someone she has voluntarily spent 	
time with, then proof that the sexual activity was non-consensual.


























Topic 2 (a): What would you describe as the top 5 factors which mitigate in favor of filing this type of case in criminal court?

A
Immediate disclosure or explanation for any delay that jury would understand, defendant lying, physical findings supporting assault, independent witnesses to support lack of consent, defendant’s prior criminal history.

B
1) Punishment of rapists, 2) Protection of potential future victims, 3) Providing the victim with a support network to reinforce that he/she is in fact the victim, 4) Providing future victims with an example of how the crimes which they suffer can be handled, 5) Potential preventive effect of illustrating situations to avoid/get out of and demonstration of what happens to sex offenders

C
Physical and/or DNA evidence
Victim credibility (timing of disclosure/prior record)
Suspect’s statement  
Independent witnesses
Sexual criminal history of suspect

D
I don't think you can list 5 factors, it's really a totality of the circumstances standard.  Obviously the victim's wishes are considered, as is the defendant's history, age etc.  

E
Every case is unique. Some factors are:
1. Victim cooperation
1. Defendant’s criminal history
1. Prior victims
1. Corroborative evidence
1. The danger to community

F
Cooperation from the victim; credibility of victim and witnesses; amount of corroboration from witnesses; physical evidence; DNA evidence

G
1. Evidence of physical injury
1. Early reporting 
1. DNA
1. Other witness corroboration 
1. Consistent witness/victim statement 


H
1. Report of sexual battery with credible, consistent victim	
2. Admission by the offender	
3. DNA evidence	
4. Corroboration of victim’s testimony about circumstances surrounding rape by witnesses	
5. Lack of motive to fabricate on the part of the victim

I
1. Injury
2. Prior acts by defendant
3. Admissions of some kind
4. Defendant caught in lies
5. Physical evidence

J
The safety of the victim, punishment—juries recognize the need to hear these types of cases.  The community needs to see a zero tolerance of rape.

K
Confession by the defendant; medical evidence of genital or other trauma; eyewitness testimony; DNA evidence, especially if the defendant denies having engaged in sexual contact with the victim; corroboration of much of the victim’s account of the  pertinent events by a credible witness(es).

L
1. Immediate report/disclosure
1. DNA of defendant and 
1. Statement of defendant that nothing (no sex) happened
1. Objectively, the victim did not consent
1. Victim is cooperative and credible
1. Physical evidence that supports/correlates victim
1. Witness statements that support/corroborate victim

M
1. A credible victim
2. Scientific evidence
3. A  confession
4. Independent witnesses

N
1. Victim calls 911 immediately after the rape	
2. Victim fully cooperates with law enforcement and prosecution	
3. Victim has a rape exam and submits to drug screen so that state attorney’s office can prove intoxication	
4. Perhaps a witness who can testify that victim did not intend to or want to have sexual activity with suspect
5. Admissions on part of suspect














































Topic 2(b): What would be the top 5 factors which mitigate against filing such a case?

A
1. Intervening problems between parties eliciting disclosure, lack of memory specifics concerning events and lack of consent	
2. Subsequent consensual sexual activity between parties	
3. Lack of independent evidence (all riding on victim’s account)
4. Defendant’s complete and voluntary plausible explanation for event

B
1. Impact on the victim 
2. Potential of false accusations

C
Lack of:
1. Physical and/or DNA evidence
1. Victim credibility (timing of disclosure/prior record)
1. Suspect’s statement  
1. Independent witnesses
1. Sexual criminal history of suspect

D
I don't think you can list 5 factors [which mitigate in favor of filing], it's really a totality of the circumstances standard.  Obviously the victim's wishes are considered, as is the defendant's history, age etc.  

E
Every case is unique. Some factors are:
1. Victim cooperation
2. No corroborative evidence collected
3. Late disclosure
4. Inconsistent statements by victim and/or victim’s criminal history.
5. Stress of process/trial on victim

F
Lack of credibility from victim and witnesses; inconsistency in victim’s statement; lack of corroboration from witnesses; lack of physical evidence; lack of DNA evidence 
G
1. Late disclosure
1. No physical injury
1. No proof sex occurred
1. Inconsistent statements by victim
1. Motive for victim to lie






H
1. Delayed report of sexual battery	
2. No physical evidence (ie, DNA, injuries, toxicology results)	
3. No admissions by offender	
4. Inconsistent statements by victim	
5. Motive to fabricate on the part of the victim

I
1. Lack of injury
2. Inconsistent victim
3. Lack of memory of victim
4. No corroboration
5. No similar fact evidence

J
None.

K
Uncorroborated account of the victim; significant contradictions in the various accounts of the victim; credible motive to fabricate the allegation; emotional or psychological disabilities of the victim which cause him/her to fantasize or fabricate events; lack of medical evidence or DNA when the factual scenario asserted by the victim would cause one to believe such would exist.

L
1. Indication of consent, i.e. it appears victim may have consented
1. Victim can’t remember facts due to voluntary intoxication
1. Inconsistencies (too many)
1. Physical evidence and/or witness statements inconsistent w/victim’s version or supports defendant’s statements (if defendant gives statement)
1. Delay in reporting w/o reasonable explanation

M
1. Lack of credible victim
2. Lack of scientific evidence
3. Lack of a confession
4. Lack of independent witnesses

N
1. No evidence of sexual activity other than victim’s statement	
2. Refusal of victim to go and have a physical exam near to the time of the incident and/or be drug screened	
3. Reluctance of victim to participate in the prosecution	
4. No evidence of lack of consent if a spouse or intimate partner
5. Failure to report rape within 24hrs.	


 Topic 3:
(a) What type of interaction does your prosecutorial office have with police/investigators prior to arrest? 
(b)  Does your office have an “on call” system in which police/investigators can contact prosecutors with pre-arrest questions?  
(c) Does your office provide for a “close out” system in which police/investigators can bring cases to prosecutors pre-arrest, for a determination of whether there is sufficient evidence to file a case?  
(d) Do police/investigators/prosecutors in your circuit utilize “non-prosecution” forms?  
(e) Do the police take sworn statements from victims?
(f)   Does your office require the police to provide sworn statements from victims to file a case?

A
(a) Very limited if any.  Almost always indirect through law enforcement with few exceptions.  Generally, we would meet only if case hinged on pure credibility question of the victim’s account.
(b) Yes, the office has an on-call system
(c) Yes, the office provides a close-out system
(d) Yes
(e) Sometimes, audio or visual depending on agency and circumstances
(f) No

B
Within redacted interaction is frequent and productive between investigators and prosecutors prior to arrest, and yes, an on call system is in place with each felony prosecutor being assigned a week of on call coverage on a rotating basis.  Officers bring in nearly all cases for examination and filing decisions.  “Request not to file Charges” forms are sometimes provided, if the victim requests such.  Investigators take sworn statements and yes, I would require a sworn statement from a victim before filing formal charges. (Statement could be given to any number of law enforcement personnel/prosecutors).

C
(a) As opposed to a case wherein the detective obtains an arrest warrant and therein reviews the case with the on-call Asst. State Attorney, there is typically not significant pre-arrest interaction with the exception of cases involving Sexual Battery of a Child Under Twelve wherein the detective now contacts one of the three supervisors of the Special Assault Division.
(b) We have a “filing” attorney on available in the office during the afternoons to field arrest warrant requests. After hours, the officers may contact one of the three unit supervisors.
(c) Not other than when an arrest warrant is requested and denied.
(d) “Non-prosecution” forms are not utilized
(e) Victim statements are not recorded
(f) Sworn statements of victims are not required

D
I don't think you can list 5 factors [which mitigate against filing], it's really a totality of the circumstances standard.  Obviously the victim's wishes are considered, as is the defendant's history, age etc.  

E
(a) Prosecutors are available 24 hours a day to provide guidance on how to proceed in a particular case, search warrant review, and preparing arrest warrants. Investigators frequently drop off their case packets in person and meet with prosecutors. Prosecutors and law enforcement attend regular START meetings bi-monthly. Prosecutors regularly attend and present training for law enforcement agencies.
(b) Each sex crimes prosecutor is assigned a cell phone and they can be reached 24 hours a day. There is also a 24 hour on-call pager that a sex crimes prosecutor is assigned to on a monthly basis.
(c) Although prosecutors are available for questions pre-arrest and post-arrest, a determination of whether there is sufficient evidence for a police agency to file charges is solely their decision (police have certain immunities that prosecutors don’t have).
(d) Unsure, need clarification as to what non-prosecution forms are.
(e) Police departments generally record victim statements (video/voice).
(f) The SAO does not require a particular sworn statement. In order to file a felony information the Prosecutor must swear that the allegations set forth in the information are based on facts that have been sworn to as true.

F
(a) We are there if they want to discuss the case with us prior to making the arrest.  We get calls on a small percentage of the cases.  Our officers know that we would like a sworn complaint in cases where there is a low danger that this defendant will have contact with the victim while the case is being reviewed.
(b) Yes.  During office hours and after.
(c) We are happy to talk with them about cases they are on the fence about.  We point out the strengths and weaknesses of the case.  However, we don’t determine whether they will go forward or not.  
(d) The prosecutors do not.  I don’t believe our law enforcement agencies are anymore.

G
(a) They call if needed. Since the two major police agencies have specialty units, they call and see or email us regularly. 
(b) Yes- the sex crimes unit has a designated on-call prosecutor and the division chief is available by phone.
(c) If necessary, agencies can set up meetings with the unit chief for guidance. The individual agency will then make their own decision.
(d) Yes
(e) Yes, digital recording with a transcript
(f) Yes

H
 (a) Redacted is very involved with police investigators prior to arrest. Many times, detectives will call the Sexual Battery/Child Abuse Unit to review the facts of a case to ask if an arrest would be warranted and/or to see if the SAO would file charges under those facts. 
(b) Yes
(c) Yes
(d) Yes
(e) Varies among the police departments.
(f) Prior to approving an arrest warrant, the SAO generally requires that the victim has provided a sworn statement (taper or transcribed). However, no sworn written/taped statement is needed for a case to be filed if an arrest has already been made because the prosecutor will meet with the victim to take sworn testimony. 

I
(a) With most agencies, they call before arrest to run the case by us before the arrest is made. With other agencies, there is no contact.
(b) No formal “on call” system, but may detectives have my cell phone number to call if necessary.
(c) No formal system, but many detectives check with us for pre-file. However, we are not allowed to give advice on the bottom line question of whether to arrest or not.
(d) Not sure what a non-prosecution form is, but we send law enforcement a memo if we are not filing.
(e) Generally yes. If the child is under the age of 12, the Child Protection Team records it. If the child is over the age of 12, the agency generally records it on DVD.
(f) No

J
(a) A lot. Especially on complex cases- the police have been getting with us prior to arrest to see what we need to build the strongest case possible.
(b) Yes. In the SVU unit, we share a duty phone. We rotate it weekly. I, as the supervising attorney, am always on call also.
(c) The police are encouraged to run their case by us in advance.
(d) As prosecutors, we do not, but some of the police departments do.
(e) Audio/video or CD/DVD
(f) Yes

K
(a)   The amount of interaction varies from case to case.  Generally, if the police make a probable cause arrest of the defendant, there is no interaction.  Occasionally, the detectives will call this office to ask a question about the investigation.  If the police wish to obtain a search or arrest warrant to further their investigation, it is a policy in this jurisdiction, not always followed, that they contact this office for review and approval of the search or arrest warrant.  If the police conduct their investigation but wish this office to review the matter to make a final decision as to whether the defendant should be charged, they submit their reports, statements, and evidence to a case filer in this office for review and this office will make a filing decision.	
(b) Yes, there are 3 Assistant State Attorneys in this Office’s Sex Crimes/Child Abuse Unit who are on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to assist the police. 
(c)   If the police want this Office to make a decision as to whether a defendant should be charged, there is a procedure in place, which we call “not-in-custody” review, for the police to submit the reports, statements, and other evidence to a case filer in our Unit for review, and for the police to schedule an interview of the victim by the case filer if that is what the case filer wishes.  After such a review, this Office makes a determination as to whether the case should be filed or declined.
(d) Both law enforcement and this Office have waiver of prosecution forms which can be executed by a victim.  The execution of such a waiver does not necessarily, however, control our decision as to whether the case is prosecuted.
(e) Police agencies in this circuit record victim statements.  Generally, they are digitally recorded although there are limited exceptions.
(f)  This Office does generally require sworn victim statements in order for the case to be filed pursuant to the requirement in Rule 3.140(g) of the Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure which requires the State Attorney’s Office to have “received testimony under oath from the material witness or witnesses for the offense” to sign an Information.	

L
(a) It is on an as-needed basis. We are available and will make the time to speak/meet w/LEO if they have questions on a case.
(b) Yes. The intake division is available during business hours and after hours/weekends/holidays. There is an on-call list that is provided to all LEO agencies to contact the on-call ASA. The on-call list is rotated every two weeks to the more experienced ASAs.
(c) On the non-arrest cases, the LEOs can submit a capids request, which the intake attorney will review and make a decision whether to file an information or not.
(d) Yes
(e) Yes, if victim under 16 it is videotaped and if under 12 the victim is taken to CPT. For adult sex crimes victims the statement is recorded, either audio or video. Seldom, it is just solely a written statement.
(f) Yes

M
(a) Redacted works closely with all local law enforcement.
(b) Yes
(c) We do not  understand the term “close out” system.  During an investigation, if a law enforcement officer has a question regarding the sufficiency of evidence, prosecutors are available to assist, however we encourage law enforcement to do a full investigation and bring the case to us if they feel they have the evidence to pursue a prosecution
(d) No forms
(e) Whenever possible law enforcement will video and/or audio record their statement with a victim
(f) Do not require

N
 (a) Our office conducts training of LEO on sex crimes and what is expected. Our office remains available for consult when needed after hours. Our office will meet to discuss case prior to arrest on a warrant to discuss if any further evidence can be tested or collected. 
(b) Absolutely
(c) Yes
(d) LEO more so than prosecutors but yes
(e) Usually taped
(f) Yes



























Topic 4:
(a) What type of role do victim advocates play in the prosecution of a non-stranger sexual battery case?
(b) Do you find that a case is more likely to be successfully prosecuted if a victim advocate is involved in the criminal court process?
(c) Is there a provision in your jurisdiction for victims to receive advocate services even if a case is not prosecuted?

A
(a) Very involved. We have advocates at the LEO level and then our advocate picks up with our filing.  They are primary point of contact with victims and provide counseling and therapy as well as more time to dedicate to explain process.
(b) Yes- the healthier the victim the better the case.
(c) Yes, Refuge House provides counseling regardless of whether charges are filed.

B
(a) Victim advocates play a significant and vital role in such cases meeting regularly with such victims and assisting their many needs.
(b)   Most definitely as to the enhancement of chances for successful prosecution.  
(c) Services available via victim’s compensation fund.

C
(a) Our Victim Advocates contact victims prior to meeting with the ASA, provide any information re counseling, restitution, etc., and are present with the victim for any testimony be it trial or deposition.
(b) Yes, as such allows the ASA to concentrate of the trial itself while the V/A deals with the victim to answer any questions and otherwise console.
(c) Our V/A will assist the victim with counseling referrals regardless of whether the case is actually filed.

E
(a) Victim advocates, whether from the policing agency or the State Attorney’s Office, play an integral role from the initial trauma of the incident through final disposition of the case.
(b) Certainly a victim advocate assists in facilitating and maintaining victim contact with the police and State Attorney’s Office; this enables a successful prosecution regardless of the eventual outcome.
(c) Yes

F
(a) A large role.  They are there for the victim at every stage.
(b) Slightly in that we will have better contact and rapport with the victim.  Thus, they are less likely to disappear on us. The huge effect from the victim advocate is on the victim’s experience through the process.
(c) Victim’s in our jurisdiction do receive advocate services in cases where the case is not prosecuted.

G
(a) Victim advocates for our office make initial contact and set up intake interviews. VA’s keep the victim informed of the case progress, make counseling referrals. Attend depositions and trial and recommend resources in the community.
(b) Yes.
(c) The victim advocate will still recommend community resources and counseling if we don’t file.

H
(a) They are very important, and help to make sure that the victims are keep updated about the status of the case as well as to ensure that the victims are receiving any therapy/services needed.
(b) Definitely
(c) Yes

I
(a) If the victim is under 18, they are involved in every case. If the victim is over 18, it’s is on a case-by-case basis.
(b) Yes- our advocate helps tremendously with helping the victims through the trial.
(c) Yes

J
(a) We have victim advocates assigned to all sexual battery cases, regardless of the type of rape.
(b) Absolutely
(c) I believe so, on an arrest case. Not on a warrant request.

K
(a) This Office has a Victim Advocate Unit which assigns 4 victim advocates to assist victims of offenses prosecuted by this Unit.  The general procedure is that a victim will meet with his/her assigned victim advocate when the victim initially comes to this office to discuss his/her case with the case filer.  The victim advocate will explain the services which he/she can provide to the victim and his/her role during the prosecution of the case.  That victim advocate will be available to answer questions from, and generally assist the victim, during the pendency of the prosecution, including attending depositions, hearings, and trial during which the victim must testify.
(b)      It is difficult to answer that question accurately because no one has formally studied that issue.  I can say, with confidence, that the involvement of a victim advocate does much to facilitate the prosecution of the case for the Assistant State Attorney and makes the experience of the victim going through the court system less difficult.
(c) The Victim Advocate Unit of the State Attorney’s Office in this Circuit will provide services to a victim even if the case is declined for prosecution.  I do not know the policies of the victim advocates who are employed by the various law enforcement agencies in this Circuit.

L
(a) The SAVS (Sexual Assault Victim Services) advocates off the same supportive services in stranger and non-stranger cases. The SAVS advocates work closely with the ASAs, as the SAVS offices are near the sex crimes division.
(b) Yes. In prosecuting sexual assault crimes the advocate’s involvement is very helpful. They help the victim in going through the court process, such as attending hearings, depos, and trial. The ASA can’t meet the demands (time-wise) of preparing the case, as well as meeting the needs of the victim in the way of emotional support, information, and helping to guide the victim throughout the judicial process.
(c) Yes. The victim advocates offer supportive services on non-arrest cases, or cases that are not filed due to a lack of sufficient evidence.

M
 (a)An Advocate from the local certified Rape Crisis Center is called in by all law enforcement in the 19th Circuit at the investigative stage.  This Advocate from the Rape Crisis Center then provides support and advocacy for the victim when the case is brought to the State Attorney’s Office. This Advocate remains involved with the victim and the case through the pendency of the case and after.
(b) Absolutely
(c)Yes.  As stated above, the Rape Crisis Center Advocate remains involved with the victim from the report through the Criminal Justice process and beyond. This includes providing support and advocacy even though the case is not prosecuted.  Our Rape Crisis Advocates provide services to victims of sexual violence whether they report to law enforcement or not.

N
(a) They have contact with the victim directly after the arrest and are present with them during meetings with the prosecutor and when in court.  They also field calls from the victims and encourage the attorneys to call back when available.
(b) Yes, especially if it is a domestic violence rape.
(c) Some of the services, clearly non concerning the criminal court proceedings as there would be none, however there would be victim advocates to assist through an injunction for protection case in civil court and the Womens Center (ACT) have many services available for the victims.









Topic 5:
(a) Do you think that your answers to these survey questions are representative of other prosecutors in your office?  
(b) Of prosecutors  state-wide?  
(c) How many prosecutors are in your circuit?  
(d) Of that number, how many handle sexual battery cases?  
(e) Does your office have a specialized unit of prosecutors who handle these types of cases?

A
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) 40
(d) 10
(e) No

B
(a) Yes
(b) Yes
(c)   Approximately 25 spread across 7 counties. (Some assigned exclusively to juvenile/misdemeanor only). 
(d)  13 handling circuit court cases.  
(e) No specialization, your alphabet, your case.

C
(a) Yes
(b) Having previously been an ASA in the 11th Jud. Cir., I can really appreciate the pre-arrest interaction that the Miami Dade SAO has with their officers and would find the use of a similar system quite beneficial here in the 4th Jud. Cir.
(c) Approx 80
(d) 9
(e) Special Assault Division handles all sexual assaults, domestic assaults and child abuse cases

E
(a) Yes
(b) Yes
(c) “Approximately 80 misdemeanor and felony attorneys.”
(d) Although 4 prosecutors are assigned full-time to Sex Crimes Division, numerous other attorneys assist in the prosecution of sexual battery cases.”
(e) Yes

F
(a) Yes
(b) Yes
(c) Approx 45
(d) 10
(e) Yes

G
(a) Yes
(b) Not sure
(c) “Approximate 120.”
(d) 10
(e) Yes

H
(a) Yes
(b) Not sure
(c) 298
(d) There are 6 in the Sexual Battery/Child Abuse Unit, and approximately another 30 prosecutors in the office that handle sexual battery cases.
(e) Yes. The Sexual Battery/Child Abuse Unit prosecutors primarily handle capital sexual battery cases, L&L molestations cases involving children under 12, and familial/custodial sexual battery cases. The Domestic Violence Unit handles adult sexual battery cases (even if the victim and Defendant do not have a domestic relationship). The felony division prosecutors handle all other sexual battery cases which are declined by the Sexual Battery/Child Abuse Unit and the Domestic Violence Unit.

I
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Approx 65
(d) All of the under 12 cases are handled by a special division of 4 attorneys. The rest of the cases are handled by the felony attorneys.
(e) Yes, for cases under 12-years-old

J
(a) Yes, in the SVU unit. I cannot speak for filing criteria in other sections of the office.
(b) I think we may have stricter criteria for filing in this county.
(c) Approximately 120
(d) 4
(e) Yes, SVU

K
(a) Yes
(b)   I am unable to answer this question because I have not had conversations with prosecutors from other jurisdictions concerning the issues raised herein.
(c)  218 as of December 1, 2010.
(d) 14
(e) Yes.  The Unit is called the Sex Crimes/ Child Abuse Unit, and we have 14 Assistant State Attorneys assigned to the Unit.

L
(a) Yes. But also, our office has a designated unit for prosecution/intake of sex crime/child abuse cases. The answers contained herein are representative of the sex crime/child abuse unit.
(b) That is difficult to answer. As far as factors to consider in whether to file or not, I would think the answers contained herein would be representative of other prosecutors. As far as victim advocates, it would depend on what type of victim services were offered, i.e. do they have SAVS?
(c) Our circuit has 2 counties: Brevard and Seminole. The answers herein are from Brevard. In Brevard there are approximately 65 ASAs (all divisions) and in Seminole approximately 45 ASAs (all divisions).
(d) In Brevard, approximately 10 ASAs.
(e) Yes. There is a designated sex crimes attorney assigned in each courtroom (6 courtrooms in Brevard) but the sex crime attorney also handles other Felony cases. In other words, the sex crime cases are not spread out amongst all ASAs in each courtroom.

M
 (a)Yes. The 19th Circuit State Attorney’s Office covers the above issues both in the initial 
(b) Yes
(c)  60
(d) Yes. The 19th Circuit State Attorney’s Office covers the above issues both in the initial employment  interview with applicants as well as includes them in the training of the staff.

N
 (a)Yes, in the Lee County office alone, we have 5 attorneys assigned to the special victims unit.	
These 5 attorneys are solely responsible for handling child rape, child abuse and adult rape cases.
(b) I do not know.
(c) 80?
(d) 10
(e) Yes
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