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SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS MONTH 2007





SAAM Event Ideas
Ready to try something new for SAAM 2007? 
We’ve compiled a list of activities from programs across the nation – including some of your best ideas from previous years. Feel free to use these ideas or create your own. 
Let the brainstorming begin!

· The Writing is on the Wall: Sexual Violence Must End! Build or choose a wall to be painted, written on, or even destroyed on SAAM event day. Let your wall represent messages that must be spoken or the forces that stand between us and true freedom and safety. 

· Variations on a Theme: Choose an object such as shoes, bras, or badges and let survivors and other support people decorate them. Create a display for SAAM event day. 
· Say it with a Song: Host your own ‘Battle of the Bands,’ rap contest, or dance competition to raise awareness. Encourage participation from community members who are at high risk for victimization, especially high school and college students.

· Silent Memorial: Hang flags or shirts to represent each person who was victim of sexual violence in your community during the last year. Or, choose a location where community members can light candles and make other offerings in remembrance of survivors – themselves and loved ones.

· Sit in/Vigil: For a powerful message, hold a vigil or sit-in over a twenty-four hour period. Create a rotation schedule so as many folks as possible can participate in whatever time increments their schedule will allow.
· A Friendly Competition: Host a sporting event, serious or silly, on SAAM event day to raise awareness about sexual assault. Some possibilities include: county commissioners in a tug of war or sack race; local schools or colleges playing baseball or soccer; or host a community-wide bowl-off. 
· Broken Record: Break a local, national or international record – largest oatmeal raisin cookie, tallest house of cards (perhaps to be destroyed at the SAAM event, symbolizing the fall of rape culture), or host a largest/loveliest/ugliest fruit or vegetable competition. You can use this event to draw folks who might never otherwise participate in SAAM events – and provide lots of information and SAAM giveaways once they’re there! 

· Law Enforcement Salute: Collaborate with law enforcement to provide officers for a portion of a walk or march. During Tampa's SAAM 2006 event, law enforcement officers stood at attention beside their cruisers on both sides of a sidewalk while survivors, support people, and community members passed silently down the walkway.
· Poetry Slam: Get college students and other artsy folks involved in a sexual assault themed poetry reading with an attitude. Performance art and audience participation are an integral part of this edgy event. 

“We lay down the road in the walking.” 
-Joan Halifax

